DEFINING MOMENTS

Throughout America’s history, its people, culture, and institutions have been challenged by
profound events, historical moments that would transform the political, cultural, and social
landscape for future generations.
The Defining Moments series was created to provide an authoritative account of these major
historical moments, with each volume presenting a curated collection of materials related to the
event – narratives, biographies, primary sources, and other informational texts.
With thirty-five acclaimed volumes published to date, Omnigraphics’ Defining Moments is an
essential library resource for history studies.
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DEFINING MOMENTS SERIES SPECIAL OFFERS
5-Volume Set
Buyer’s Choice —
You Pick the Volumes

10-Volume Set**
Buyer’s Choice —
You Pick the Volumes

35-Volume Set**
978-0-7808-1541-4

You Save $34

You Save $83

You Save $329

$270 $236

$540 $457

**Includes free 1-year subscription to Defining Moments Online (a $249 value)

The Battle of Gettysburg

The Gilded Age

By Kevin Hillstrom. 2013.
978-0-7808-1323-6.

By Diane Telgen. 2012. 978-0-7808-1238-3.

“An excellent portable archive on the Battle
of Gettysburg. … Overall, the book is an easy
read and when combined with the primary
sources the text gives the reader a real feel
for the period in which the battle took place.”
American Reference Books Annual, 2014

“This well-written book offers both historical
and contemporary analyses, making it a
good choice for collections that need report
information about an often-overlooked time
in American history.”
School Library Journal, Oct ’12

The Great Migration
North, 1910-1970
By Laurie Lanzen Harris. 2012.
978-0-7808-1186-7.

Booklist Top Ten History Books
for Youth, 2013

The Constitution and the Bill
of Rights
March 2017. By Laurie Collier Hillstrom
978-0-7808-1419-6.

The Cuban Missile Crisis
OMNIGRAPHICS • QUALITY REFERENCE WORKS

Just Published! By Laurie Collier Hillstrom.
2015. 978-0-7808-1348-9.
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“Editors’ Top 75 Community College
Resources. ... A gripping narrative about the
crisis and the behind-the-scenes diplomacy to
avoid war.”
CHOICE, May ‘16
“An especially timely addition. ... A great
resource for teachers and students alike.”
—VOYA: Voice of Youth Advocates, June ‘16
“Balanced, objective, and authoritative.”
American Reference Books Annual/
ARBAonline, Feb ‘16

“With considerable depth and detail, this
highly readable history of the six million
African Americans who left the South for
the cities of the North during the twentieth
century will hook readers with its gripping
narrative. … A must for students’ research and
classroom discussion, this entry in the Defining
Moments series would also be an excellent
personal-reading recommendation for both
teens and adults.”
Booklist, Mar ’12 (*Starred Review)

Jackie Robinson and the
Integration of Baseball
By Laurie Collier Hillstrom. 2013.
978-0-7808-1327-4.

“This work provides a detailed account of
the events that occurred leading up to April
15, 1947 … and the role that Jackie Robinson
played in that monumental occasion. For
young people today who did not grow up
during the era of segregation in sports,
this work may be particularly shocking and
disturbing. … [The author succeeds] in her
effort to provide an objective and balanced
account of a shameful period in American
history.”
American Reference Books Annual, 2014

$1,890 $1,561
Japanese-American
Internment during
World War II
By Peggy Daniels Becker. 2014.
978-0-7808-1333-5.

“Authoritative, balanced, and comprehensive,
this book is a trustworthy research
companion and a worthwhile classroom
resource.”
Booklist, Mar ’14

The Lewis and Clark
Expedition
Just Published! By Laurie Collier Hillstrom.
2016. 978-0-7808-1417-2.

“Brings together the most essential
information regarding the courageous Lewis
and Clark Expedition and conveys it all in a
variety of intelligent, focused ways. ... Provides
readers with easy access to this rich and
engaging history.”
American Reference Books Annual/
ARBAonline, Mar ‘16
“A quality resource for both the media center
and the classroom.”
Booklist Online, Apr ‘16

Plessy v. Ferguson
By Laurie Collier Hillstrom. 2014.
978-0-7808-1329-8.

“For many students today it may be hard to
imagine a time when segregation was a fact of
life and questioned by few. The book examines
how the Plessy v. Ferguson case came to be
and the legacy it left on race relations for
decades after it was stated. … Recommended
for public, school, and academic libraries.”
American Reference Books Annual, 2014
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Nikita Khrushchev Denounces the U.S. Naval Blockade
Two days after President John F. Kennedy announced the U.S. naval quarantine of Cuba, Soviet leader
Nikita Khrushchev responded with the following letter. Describing the American blockade as an act
of aggression and a violation of international law, Khrushchev defiantly insists that Soviet ships will
not comply with it. He also warns that “people of all nations, and not least the American people themselves, could suffer heavily” if Kennedy forces the Soviet Union into a military confrontation.

Defining Moments: The Cuban Missile Crisis

Dear Mr. President,
Imagine, Mr. President, what if we were to present to you such an ultimatum as you have presented to us by your actions. How would you react to
it? I think you would be outraged at such a move on our part. And this we
would understand.
Having presented these conditions to us, Mr. President, you have thrown
down the gauntlet. Who asked you to do this? By what right have you done
this? Our ties with the Republic of Cuba, as well as our relations with other
nations, regardless of their political system, concern only the two countries
between which these relations exist. And, if it were a matter of quarantine as
mentioned in your letter, then, as is customary in international practice, it can
be established only by states agreeing between themselves, and not by some
third party. Quarantines exist, for example, on agricultural goods and products.
However, in this case we are not talking about quarantines, but rather about
much more serious matters, and you yourself understand this.
DM - Cuba
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You, Mr. President, are not declaring a quarantine, but rather issuing an ultimatum, and you are threatening that if we do not obey your orders, you will then
use force. Think about what you are saying! And you want to persuade me to
agree to this! What does it mean to agree to these demands? It would mean for
us to conduct our relations with other countries not by reason, but by yielding
to tyranny. You are not appealing to reason; you want to intimidate us.

Page 53

A U.S. Navy destroyer (bottom) and patrol plane confront a Soviet freighter during the
blockade of Cuba.

Chapter Four

from Cuba. This action was intended to give Khrushchev more time to consider
his options before the Soviet ships that were sailing across the Atlantic Ocean
reached the blockade. Still, Kennedy administration officials nervously anticipated a confrontation at sea. They also raised the U.S. armed forces alert level
to DEFCON 2, one step short of outright war.

The World Reaches the
Brink of Nuclear War

Two Soviet freighters, the Kimovsk and the Yuri Gagarin, were the closest
to Cuba at the time the quarantine took effect. They were escorted by a Soviet
attack submarine. An American aircraft carrier group led by the USS Essex stood
ready to intercept them if they approached the blockade. Rather than risk losing their valuable cargo of nuclear weapons to the U.S. Navy, however,
Khrushchev ordered the ships to turn around well before they reached the line.
When the members of ExComm learned that the Soviets had chosen not to chal-

5
We and you ought not now to pull on the ends of the rope in
which you have tied the knot of war, because the more the two
of us pull, the tighter that knot will be tied.… If there is no
intention to tighten that knot and thereby to doom the world
to the catastrophe of thermonuclear war, then let us not only
relax the forces pulling on the ends of the rope, let us take
measures to untie that knot.
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▲
▲

—Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev in a private letter
to U.S. president John F. Kennedy, October 26, 1962
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No, Mr. President, I cannot agree to this, and I think that deep inside, you
will admit that I am right. I am convinced that if you were in my place you
would do the same.…

Narrative Overview

Fast-paced and lively text written with an
emphasis on readability, incorporating many
first-hand accounts.

rom the time the U.S. Navy established its quarantine of Cuba, the
world waited anxiously to find out whether the tense confrontation
between the United States and the Soviet Union would erupt into war.
The two sides exchanged a flurry of messages over the next few days—through
both formal and informal channels—and experienced several dangerously
close calls as a result of misunderstandings, misinformation, and mistakes. In
the end, though, neither U.S. president John F. Kennedy nor Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev wanted to be the one to start a nuclear war, so they worked
together to negotiate a deal to end the crisis peacefully.

This Organization [of American States] has no authority or grounds whatsoever to pass resolutions like those of which you speak in your letter. Therefore, we
do not accept these resolutions. International law exists, generally accepted standards of conduct exist. We firmly adhere to the principles of international law and
174

▲
Primary Sources

A wide variety of essential materials,
including official documents, papers
and resolutions, legal cases, letters,
oral histories, memoirs, and other
important works.
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“Eyeball to Eyeball”
The U.S. Navy ships surrounding Cuba initially positioned themselves
about eight hundred miles from shore, which kept them out of range of the Soviet fighter jets stationed on the island. As the October 24 deadline approached,
however, Kennedy ordered the quarantine line pulled back to five hundred miles
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Biographical profiles of key individuals—
politicians, journalists, justices, military
leaders, artists, and social activists—who
helped shape the “defining moments” in
U.S. history.

▲
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Brubaker, Paul. The Cuban Missile Crisis in American History. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow,
2001. This book provides an engaging overview of the crisis and the personalities
involved for middle-school readers.

Chronology
1823
President James Monroe outlines the policy that becomes known as the Monroe Doctrine, which warns that the United States will use military force to prevent foreign
powers from claiming new territory in the western hemisphere.

Page 110

1898
The United States steps in to help Cuba gain its independence from Spain in the Spanish-American War.

1901
The Platt Amendment gives the United States the right to intervene in Cuban affairs
and establish a naval base at Guantanamo Bay.

Defining Moments: The Cuban Missile Crisis

Fidel Castro (1926- )
Premier of Cuba during the Cuban Missile Crisis

1902

idel Alejandro Castro Ruz was born on
August 13, 1926, in Oriente Province in
southeastern Cuba. He was the third of
seven children born to Angel Castro y Argiz, a
sugar plantation owner, and Lina Ruz Gonzales. Angel Castro had come to Cuba from Galicia, Spain, to help Spanish colonial authorities
trying to maintain control over the island during the Spanish-American War. After Cuba
gained its independence with U.S. assistance in
1898, he remained there to grow sugarcane for
American-owned processing mills.

1914

From a young age, Fidel begged his illiterate parents to provide him with an education.
At age six he was sent to a Jesuit boarding
school in Santiago de Cuba. Later he enrolled at the Jesuit-run El Colegio de
Belen in Havana. These schools stressed the values of honor, pride, charity, and
generosity, and they warned against greed and materialism. Applying this message to his own life, Fidel helped organize a worker strike on his father’s sugar
plantation when he was just thirteen years old. Although he did not excel academically, Fidel was very intelligent and received high marks in history and
debate. He also stood six feet, three inches tall and possessed strong athletic ability. A participant in track, baseball, and soccer during his school years, Castro
was named Cuba’s best all-around school athlete in 1944.

Becomes Politically Active
The following year Castro graduated from college and went on to attend law
school at the University of Havana, where he also studied Cuban nationalism and
socialism. The university was known as a hotbed of political activism, and Castro emerged as a public figure there. In 1947 he traveled to the Dominican
Republic with a group of activists intent upon overthrowing dictator Rafael Trujillo. Although their mission proved unsuccessful, this experience ignited Castro’s anti-imperialist sentiments and passion for reform. In 1948 he participated
in the Bogotazo riots in Bogota, Columbia, which helped incite a popular revolt.
110

Kennedy, Robert F. Thirteen Days: A Memoir of the Cuban Missile Crisis. New York: New American Library, 1969. This classic book gives readers a fascinating look at what happened
inside the White House and during ExComm deliberations in October 1962.
PBS. Cuban Missile Crisis: Three Men Go to War. Directed by John Murray and Emer Reynolds.
Crossing the Line Productions, 2012. This documentary film, available on DVD, focuses on the personalities and decision-making processes of the three world leaders at the
crux of the crisis.
Schier, Helga. The Cuban Missile Crisis. Edina, MN: ABDO, 2008. This readable history of the
crisis includes brief biographies of key players and excerpts from important documents.
“To the Brink: JFK and the Cuban Missile Crisis.” National Archives Foundation, n.d.
Retrieved from http://foundationnationalarchives.org/cmc/microsite/#/intro. This interactive, online exhibit features original materials from the U.S. National Archives,
including photos, documents, and videos.

May 20 – Cuba elects its first president as an independent nation.

F

“Cuban Missile Crisis.” Harvard University, Kennedy School of Government, Belfer Center for
Science and International Affairs, 2015. Retrieved from http://www.cubanmissilecrisis
.org/. This informative web site provides valuable background about the crisis, including biographies of key players, along with extensive discussion of the lessons learned
and the threat of nuclear war today. It also offers resources for teachers, such as study
guides, lesson plans, and classroom activities.

World War I begins in Europe.

Wagner, Heather Lehr. The Cuban Missile Crisis: Cold War Confrontation. New York: Chelsea
House, 2011. This heavily illustrated book for middle-school readers places the Cuban
Missile Crisis within the context of the Cold War.

1917
The Bolsheviks overthrow the Russian imperial ruler in the Russian Revolution.

1918

“The World on the Brink: Thirteen Days in October 1962.” John F. Kennedy Presidential
Library and Museum, n.d. Retrieved from http://microsites.jfklibrary.org/cmc. This dayby-day, interactive timeline of the Cuban Missile Crisis features original documents,
photographs, and audio recordings from the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and
Museum.

World War I ends.

1922
The Bolsheviks establish the Soviet Union as the world’s first communist state.
Dictator Joseph Stalin becomes leader of the Soviet Union.

1934

219

The United States releases Cuba from most provisions of the Platt Amendment of 1901
but maintains its naval base at Guantanamo Bay.

1939

▲

The Soviet Union signs a nonaggression pact with Nazi Germany.
Germany invades Poland to start World War II.

211

▲

Chronology

A concise history of the event.

Sources for Further Study

A brief annotated list of widely available
and useful resources, to serve as a starting
point for further research.

PLUS…

Complete Bibliography
and Subject Index.

1.800.234.1340 • FAX: 1.800.875.1340 • OMNIGRAPHICS.COM

Sources for
Further Study

Biogaphies
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“A boon for writing the dreaded historical-research paper. Rather than identifying and
poring over sources for their research, readers can find here a one-stop shop: ideas for
related topics; vetted, in-depth, well-documented, and interestingly written descriptions of
the subject; biographies of important related people; full-text primary source documents;
relevant places and terms; a chronology; and more. In short, a wonderful place to begin.”
Booklist

Reconstruction
Just Published! By Laurie Collier Hillstrom.
2016. 978-0-7808-1510-0.

The September 11
Terrorist Attacks

OMNIGRAPHICS • QUALITY REFERENCE WORKS

By Kevin Hillstrom. 2012.
978-0-7808-1240-6.

4

“This book, written with the perspective
that time allows, does a fine job of placing
the attacks into the larger context of Islamic
terrorism and world politics and explaining
how they forever changed the United States
and its relationship with Islam. … [It] will
also draw readers who want to understand
the continuing struggle between Islam and
the West, making it a good choice for most
collections.”
School Library Journal, Dec ’12

The Stonewall Riots

Woodstock

Just Published! By Laurie Collier Hillstrom.
2016. 978-0-7808-1442-4.

By Kevin Hillstrom and Laurie Collier
Hillstrom. 2013. 978-0-7808-1284-0.

“A thorough examination of this watershed
event. ... [Provides] necessary context for the
historic event, first by charting the centuries
of oppression and discrimination that
sparked the explosive incident, and second by
examining the post-riot struggle for gay rights
through the 2015 legalization of gay marriage.
...Comprehensive, well researched, and well
documented. ... Especially useful as a reference
work for classroom research and reference.”
Booklist Online, June ‘16

“Although [the book’s] title reflects this one
event in the 1960s counterculture movement,
much of the information and material
provided reflects the deeper meaning behind
the movement and the feeling behind it.”
American Reference Books Annual, 2012

“This scholarly examination of the Stonewall
Riots includes a plethora of information,
from an extensive historical summary to
biographies of the key players. ... Most other
books on Stonewall stick to the facts of the
raid on the Stonewall Inn. Hillstrom’s book
offers much more than a simple story by
offering the history prior to the Stonewall
Riots and following up with its effects
throughout the LGBT rights movement.
... A key aid in understanding the LGBT
movement, this book offers history and hope
for interested students.”
VOYA: Voice of Youth Advocates, Aug ‘16

The Spanish-American War

By Kevin Hillstrom. 2013.
978-0-7808-1325-0.

“A primer on World War I focusing on
defining moments of the history and
innovations in how warfare is waged. … An
authoritative historical resource and is geared
toward a general and (young adult) student
readership.”
Reference and Research Book News, Dec ’13

The WPA—Putting
America to Work
By Jeff Hill. 2014. 978-0-7808-1331-1.

“A seminal work that is very strongly
recommended for both academic and
community library 20th Century American
History collections.”
Midwest Book Review, Aug ‘14

The Zoot Suit Riots

By Kevin Hillstrom and Laurie Collier
Hillstrom. 2012. 978-0-7808-1235-2.

“An outstanding resource for teaching and
learning about this fundamental aspect of
American history. It is designed and organized
right from the start to be useful and
informative. The research and documentation
are outstanding. … Highly recommended
for middle and high school media centers as
well as public libraries. Academic libraries
supporting remedial students will also find it
very useful.”
American Reference Books Annual, 2012

World War I and the Age
of Modern Warfare

By Kevin Hillstrom. 2013.
978-0-7808-1285-7.

The Underground Railroad
Just Published! By Laurie Collier Hillstrom.
2015. 978-0-7808-1346-5.

“An ideal reference for student report
research topics and non-specialist general
readers with an interest in the 19th
Century American history. ...Very highly
recommended for personal, community,
school, and university library collections.”
Library Bookwatch, Sep ‘15

“Because Mexican immigration continues to
be a hot button issue in today’s society, some
80 years after the zoot suit riots, this book
will have relevance in today’s classrooms. The
Zoot Suit Riots is recommended for middle
and high school libraries, and public libraries.”
American Reference Books Annual, 2014
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Give your students simultaneous access to every volume in the Defining Moments series while
they are in the library, in the classroom, at home, and on the move with Defining Moments
Online. This new online version includes many helpful features:

Request a Free Trial
We’d like to invite you— and your patrons—
to try out Defining Moments Online. To
request your free trial, just fill out the simple
online form at omnigraphics.com/request-afree-trial/

•	The full text of all volumes in the print series, with
new titles added as they are published
•	An interactive timeline to all of the features that
make each Defining Moments print volume so
valuable for assignments
•	The ease of searching across every volume in
the series
•	The ability to browse topics covered in the
database
• Extensive linking between pages
• Expanded resources for further research
•	Other online-only features that aid in
comprehension and the identification of
main points
•	Hosted by FactCite from the Lincoln
Library Press
Defining Moments Online also provides:

•	Unlimited simultaneous access for your
students and patrons from home
•	Compatibility with PCs, Macs, tablets, and
smart phones
• Authentication by IP range
•	Technical support provided on behalf of
Omnigraphics by the Lincoln Library Press

	DEFINING MOMENTS ONLINE
1-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION
Receive a free 1-year subscription to Defining Moments Online
when you purchase 10 or more Defining Moments print volumes.

List price: $279
SCHOOL AND
LIBRARY PRICE:

$249

Defining Moments Online 1-Year Subscription

1.800.234.1340 • FAX: 1.800.875.1340 • OMNIGRAPHICS.COM

• Unlimited simultaneous access in your institution
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Organization of the Material

▲

The organization of the material in Defining Moments Online is logical and intuitive, making the online version especially useful for
students. After opening Defining Moments Online, readers will find a list of topics that correspond to the titles of published volumes. After
picking one, users will see the opening page.
The opening page serves as an outline of the material. At the top is a short list of the various sections, each a link to that section.
•	Topic in Depth
•	Biographies
•	Timeline
•	Glossary of People, Places, and Terms
•	Topic Spotlights
•	Research Topics
•	Primary Sources
•	Resources
Each section is then further broken down into shorter articles, or chapters. Titles and short descriptions guide readers to the material
they need. A variety of helpful resource materials – glossary, timeline, bibliography, and more – provide additional study aids.
Ulysses S. Grant (from Biographies)

The Battle of Gettysburg
Opening Page

Biographies provide additional information
on
▲ the people involved in the event.

The opening page gives easy
access to all the elements
related to that topic.

▲

The War Draws to a Close
(from Topic in Depth)
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A Rebel Officer
Remembers Pickett’s
Charge (from
Primary Sources)

▲

OMNIGRAPHICS • QUALITY REFERENCE WORKS

The Topic in Depth section is broken into
a series of articles, or chapters, that tell the
full story of the event, as well as what led
up to and followed it.

The Primary Sources
and informational texts
offer a wide variety of
differing viewpoints.

▲

Resources

The lists of Research Topics and Sources for
Further Study help users focus their research.
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